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NATIONAL TRAVEL ATTITUDES 

The current Department for Transport's National Travel Attitudes Study has revealed that 62 

percent of people surveyed feel that the use of mobile phones whilst 

driving, even using hands-free kits, is dangerous, yet a quarter of all 

people surveyed think that it is safe to use a mobile phone while 

stationary in traffic.  

Also people are more confident about their own drink driving limits, than 

about others. 59% of people think they know their drinking limit but only 

15% think that other people know the same. 81% of people however think 

that someone shouldn't drive if they have drunk any alcohol. 

These represent two of the finding featured in the latest survey which 

also features views on cycling, disability and transport, road congestion, 

local transport and  road safety etc . 

The National Travel Attitudes Study (NTAS) is a survey of varying public attitudes about travel and 

transport and a number are conducted each year on a variety of topic areas.  

You can view the finding of the latest survey which covers a number of issues at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 

 

SCHOOL STREETS 

I made mention of School Streets in the June Newsletter (found on at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/uk-road-safety-network/newsletter/ for new readers) but now 

Hackney Council has produced a guide for those authorities looking at the idea of removing traffic 

from outside of Schools in the morning and evening arrival and departure times. 

Whilst there has always been a perception that the chaos 

outside of schools at peak times is great cause for concern 

due to the potential risks of children becoming involved in 

collisions the agenda has shifted considerably and is 

providing a good example of doing something for a very good 

reason which has a road safety benefit.  

The main purpose of this current initiative surrounds 

concerns about air pollution which is all very well as long as 

it is not shifting the problem round the corner. Whilst from a 

safety point of view  it may appear to be chaotic outside a 

schools at least the ingredients of people, traffic and 

buildings alert people and speeds are generally speaking 

slowwe; round the corner you have removed some of that 

and one could argue making it a potential greater area of 

risk.  

You can find a copy of the document at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/   
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HGV SUPERCABS KEEPING ROADS SAFER 

The three Highways England supercabs patrol motorways and major A roads across England, and 

have been used by 29 police forces over the past year in a safety initiative known as Operation 

Tramline. They allow police officers to film evidence of unsafe driving behaviour by pulling up 

alongside vehicles and drivers are then pulled over by police cars following a short distance behind. 

The supercabs have a de-restricted speed limiter which means they can travel at speeds up to the 

national speed limit, and flashing lights have been installed for use by police forces in an 

emergency. 

In one incident they recorded an HGV driver using a mobile 

phone to make a credit card payment as he travelled along a 

motorway. The driver who was seen holding his credit card and 

phone in each hand was among over 3,000 drivers undertaking 

“dangerous acts” filmed by the three unmarked HGV 

“supercabs” in the past year to improve safety on England’s 

high-speed roads. 

 

Other footage captured using the cabs in their first year included a van driver who was spotted with 

no hands on the wheel as he used one hand to change gear and the other to hold his mobile phone. 

The driver of a pick-up truck was also filmed without his hands on the wheel as he wrote a text 

message. 

20 MPH IN THE LONDON CONGESTION CHARGE ZONE 

Speed limits for key routes in central London could be cut to 20mph under 

plans announced by Transport for London (TfL) by 2020. The area itself is 

that covered by the congestion charge and is subject to responses to a 

consultation which has been issued and closes on 10th July 2019. The move 

is part of London's Vision Zero Plan for road safety. Figures from 2016, 

2017 and 2018 (provisional) suggest 128 people were killed in speed-

related collisions on London’s streetswith a further 2,256 people reported 

as seriously injured in collisions where speed was recorded as a 

contributory factor. 

The lower speed limits would be rolled-out 

under a phased approach with an emphasis on 

delivering self-enforcing speed limits. TfL 

would 'evaluate the effectiveness of the 

measures first and understand whether 

additional changes are needed to achieve 

lower speeds'. There will also be research 

into the impact of different gradients and 

designs of raised crossings to assess the 

impact on passengers in vehicles, including 

buses and ambulances, which could inform 

detailed designs and future programmes. 

In phase one, TfL's red routes within central 

London will have a speed limit of 20mph by 

2020. Under phase two, speed limits will be 

lowered on a further 140 kilometres of the 

road network in inner and outer London, 

including on the inner ring road, high-risk 

roads and roads in town centres. This would 

lower limits along some roads from 50mph to 

40mph, or from 40mph to 30mph, in addition 

to introducing areas of 20mph where 

appropriate. 

The Metropolitan Police enforce all speed limits in London using on-street officers, mobile speed 

cameras and fixed speed cameras. In 2017/18, 155,729 people were processed for speeding related 

offences, including 42,771 on 20mph limit roads. 
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RISING COST OF AN EASIER JOURNEY 

 

The cost of using The M6 Toll  will rise by up to 50p per journey from 12th July 2019 resulting in the 

price for weekday journeys made between 7am and 7pm on the M6 Toll will go up to £6.70 for cars 

and £11.80 for vans. For lorries the new peak-time charge will be £12. New off-peak rates will 

come into effect for journeys made between 5am and 7am, and between 7pm and 11pm on 

weekdays. New multi-trip options are also being introduced. 

 

The 27-mile long road was built and is currently operated by Midland Expressway Ltd (MEL). They 

say that 50,000 vehicles use the 27-mile route each day pointing out that this is below expectations 

when the road was opened in 2003 expecting that usage would be more than 70,000 vehicles per 

day. 

 

Steve Gooding, director of the RAC Foundation, said: 

 

“Whilst the discount packages being introduced will appeal to regular commuters already 

using the M6 Toll, it seems unlikely the new modestly-reduced off-peak rate in the early 

morning and mid-evening will do much to tempt a significant amount of traffic away from 

the original M6. For those willing to pay the charge the M6 Toll offers 27 miles of free-

flowing respite from the congestion on other routes, but given the volumes of traffic, 

particularly lorries, in this part of the world it is hard to see why a better outcome for more 

drivers couldn’t be achieved by integrating it, toll-free, into the Highways England 

network.” 

 

Many drivers feel that the charge is just too high and therefore refuse to use it - willing to go 

through the stress of queuing traffic on other routes. This latest rise means that for many it is not 

just a cost of £6.70 but an overall cost of £13.40 as drivers will go and need to return using the M6 

Toll. Rather than raising the charge perhaps to reduce overall congestion and ease traffic on its 

parent motorway it would better to reduce the cost in an effort to get the volume to rise and 

increase the operator revenue that way. All that said it does represent a real joy to drive on a road 

which actually moves round the “Birmingham Box” and if you want to pay it can save you a great 

deal of time, the services are not at all bad but often very busy, and the view is not bad either.  
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DRIVERS DAZZLED BY HEADLIGHTS CAUSING CONCERN 

 

Drivers say they are suffering more from the effect of dazzling headlights according to research 

conducted by the RAC.  

 

The problem of glare – caused a headlight’s 

beam having a dazzling effect for oncoming 

traffic – is experienced by an estimated 

16.1m UK drivers, based on 91% of drivers 

who were surveyed saying ‘some’ or ‘most’ 

car headlights are too bright and 54% of these 

saying they are dazzled more regularly now 

than a year ago. 

 

When asked how they are affected by glare, 

six-in-10 of those affected said they regularly 

get dazzled by oncoming headlights even 

though they are dipped, with a similar 

proportion (60%) being unable to tell if 

headlights are either dipped or on full beam. 

Forty-five per cent complained they get 

dazzled by headlights in their rear-view 

mirror, while a huge 70% believe some lights 

are so bright they represent risk of collision. 

In fact official government data shows there 

are around 300 collisions every year where 

dazzling headlights are a factor. 

 

Drivers were less clear on the likely causes of 

glare however. Half (51%) blamed vehicles 

that sit higher on the road, such as 

increasingly popular sports utility vehicles 

(SUVs), for dazzling them although 41% said 

the problem was not caused by any particular 

type of vehicle. Similarly, when it comes to 

lighting technologies, 55% believe ‘bluer’ 

xenon or the most modern LED headlights are 

to blame, but a similar number (51%) are not 

sure or can’t tell the difference between the 

types of lights. 

 

The research also found that in some cases 

drivers themselves might be inadvertently 

causing glare – either by not adjusting their 

lights correctly, or by having badly-aligned 

lights. Forty-seven per cent of drivers either 

never adjust their car headlights up or down 

when carrying different loads, or don’t do it 

regularly enough – something that is 

important in avoiding causing other people to 

suffer from glare as the aim of the headlight 

beam is affected by the load in the vehicle. A 

quarter of drivers (26%) meanwhile have 

suspected problems with a misaligned 

headlight, with 9% of this group either trying 

to sort the problem out themselves or 

ignoring it altogether – all of these scenarios 

are likely to lead to a dazzling effect that 

could cause other road users discomfort. 

 

Headlamp aim forms part of a vehicle’s MOT, 

and the requirements on garages to conduct 

this part of the test thoroughly were 

strengthened in 2016. Nonetheless, figures 

obtained by the RAC from the Driving and 

Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) show that of 

the 26.5m MOT tests completed in 2018 for 

Class 4 vehicles (which includes cars) over 

three years of age, 6% still failed as result of 

problems with headlamp aim, the equivalent 

of nearly 1.6m vehicles. In 2016 the agency 

also stated that ‘headlamp aim consistently 

tops the MOT compliance survey as one of the 

most likely items to be assessed incorrectly 

by testers.’ 
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SOLARLITE ACTIVE ROAD STUDS 
 

Jemma Callow from Clearview Intelligence contributes to this month’s 

Newsletter and takes a look at the ways in which we have traditionally 

delineated roadsides and centre markings and how things have moved on to 

create even greater visibility to assist drivers 

 

With a history and reputation spanning more than 80 years, ‘cats eyes’ have 

become a familiar feature on UK roads as the go-to choice for roadside delineation. Based upon the 

concept of a headlight beam reflecting in a cat’s eyes; Percy Shaw’s original invention has since 

become a registered trademark with variants of the product more widely known as retro reflective 

studs. Since their introduction in the 1930s, there have only been minor variants to the design of 

retro reflectors with little change to the method of performance; the reflectors still rely on the 

beam of a headlight to be seen. This is despite the road network undergoing major changes over 

the past eight decades including a significant increase in capacity and the introduction of 

motorways. 

 

With so many more vehicles reliant upon local and strategic road networks it is important they 

operate safely and efficiently by incorporating the most effective measures. Whilst retro reflectors 

have long been the favoured choice the idea was founded upon the use and design of roads 80 years 

ago. So perhaps it is time for road operators to consider a more modern solution such as SolarLite 

Active Road Studs – hereby referred to as active studs. 

 

Astucia (now Clearview Intelligence) developed the first ever solar-powered road studs which were 

installed in UK roads in 1996. They were the 

brainchild of Martin Dicks, a London fireman 

who regularly commuted from his home in 

Doncaster along the A1 in heavy fog. Having 

attended road traffic collisions and with the 

firefighter mind set of casualty reduction he 

launched the SolarLite Surface Studs. Unlike 

traditional retro reflectors which required a 

headlight to reflect the beam back at the 

driver the stud utilised solar power to charge 

ultra-bright LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes) which 

proactively emitted light. As an avid 

motorcyclist, Dicks then took his invention 

further by developing a flush alternative which 

virtually eliminated any above-ground profile 

that could prove hazardous to riders whilst improving their riding experience with enhanced 

delineation. The flush studs have since proved to be the more popular option for installation as the 

studs sit just 4mm above the surface of the road. 

 

The term ‘active’ refers to the performance of the studs which use inbuilt sensors to automatically 

illuminate at dusk and discharge in daylight. This is in comparison to reflectors which are only 

visible with use of a beam meaning if the headlights are off or not pointing directly at the studs 

such as on approach to a bend or junction, they are effectively invisible. The LED, which has an 

output of >100Hz, is visible from up to 900 metres – 10 times further than the 90 metres offered by 

retro reflectors.  

Continued 
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SOLARLITE ACTIVE ROAD STUDS (Continued) 

 

When conducting research the Transport Research Laboratory concluded that when active road 

studs are used drivers are significantly less likely to cross the central white line or move out of a 

lane on a dual carriageway. It also found braking is more consistent and less erratic and use of the 

headlight main beam – which risks dazzling oncoming drivers – was reduced. Because of the 

enhanced delineation and improved driver behaviour, active road studs have been proven to reduce 

night-time crashes by more than 70 percent plus at various locations  

 

Whilst street lighting does offer a solution for road visibility it is not always practical, permitted or 

affordable. The active studs offer an effective compromise to the absence of streetlights as well as 

a passive solution by removing roadside infrastructure and preserving the local scenery. Whilst 

studs will not replace the visibility offered by street lighting, they will provide delineation along an 

unlit road to help guide drivers along their route. The high performing LED and the enhanced 

delineation means that even in extreme weather conditions, including fog, rain and darkness, the 

active studs are still visible in conditions where retro reflectors would be difficult, if not 

impossible, to see.  

 

The Department for Transport estimated the financial cost of a fatality on UK’s roads is £2.1 

million, not to mention the priceless impact on those directly affected. But effective, preventative 

measures, such as active road studs, can reduce that figure significantly. Whilst it is impossible to 

quantify the personal loss we can help in understanding the financial savings active studs can bring.  

 

Whilst the initial cost of an active stud may be higher than retro reflectors, the long-term costs are 

significantly cheaper which offer operators greater value for money. One stud, with an operational 

lifespan of up to 10 years equates to one set of road closures per decade with one set of disruption 

to motorists and risks to road workers.  Over the same period, up to four studs may be needed, 

with four sets of road closures, four sets of disruption and four times as many risks to road workers.  

 

 

JUNIOR ROADWATCH 

 

A new scheme has been launched giving primary school children across London the opportunity to 

‘educate’ drivers caught speeding outside their schools. Junior 

Roadwatch coordinated by Transport for London allows schools to 

carry out speed awareness sessions in partnership with the 

Metropolitan Police. Drivers caught speeding are given the option, if 

deemed suitable, to speak to the children and receive an educational 

message as an alternative to the traditional penalties for the offence.  

 

The pupils ask questions such as:  

 

Why do you think the speed limit is 20mph on this road and are you 

aware of the consequences of speeding? 

 

Between 2015 and 2017, 1,381 children were injured in collisions while travelling to school (not 

necessarily outside the school) in London. 
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DRIVER AWARENESS COURSES 
 

A Freedom of Information request has revealed that an estimated one in ten people in West 

Yorkshire have attended some kind of driver 

awareness course over the past three years. From 

the beginning of 2016 to the end of 2018, 221,541 

people attended driver awareness courses for 

motoring offences committed in West Yorkshire. 

With a population of 2.2 million, this equates to 

roughly one in ten people in West Yorkshire having 

attended a course although it has to be stated that 

some of these may not have been residents of West 

Yorkshire as people are free to choose where they 

undertake such courses and equally some West 

Yorkshire residence may well have gone elsewhere. 

 

As one might expect the most common 

attendance was at the National Speed 

Awareness course which accounted for around 

85 per cent of all attendees. This was 

followed by the National Motorway Awareness 

Course which teaches drivers about how 

smart motorways work and was attended by 

16,611 people and the What’s Driving Us 

course had 14,497 offenders which 

encourages safer and more responsible 

approaches to driving. 

 

Mature drivers are the more regular visitors 

to driver awareness courses than less 

experienced younger people. The age bracket 

which is most commonly summoned to 

address their illegal or inconsiderate driving 

is those aged 41 to 60 who accounted for 

90,301 attendees. Next was the 25 to 40-

year-olds, who made up 73,893 of the 

attendees followed by those aged 60 and 

above with more than 38,000. Drivers aged 18 

to 24 made up the least number of attendees 

at 18,859. 

 

Male drivers accounted for 63 per cent of 

course attendees over the three years, at 

140,000 and woman accounted for 75,000.  

 

Looking at the yearly figures, 2017 was the 

worst year for speeding and inconsiderate 

driving with 83,626 people having to attend 

courses. The number fell slightly in 2018 to 

77,238, but still represents an upward trend 

from 2016 when the number stood at 60,677. 

 

 

DRIVING WITHOUT INSURANCE 
 

In another freedom of information request to the DVLA it was revealed that 79,713 people were 

caught driving without insurance last year and whilst this remains unacceptable it does show 

considerable improvement over 2017 when 118,698 people were caught.  
 

The offence of using a vehicle uninsured against third party risks carries six to eight penalty points 

which must stay on the person’s driving record for four years from the time of being caught. 

Looking at those under the age of 17 who are not even old enough to have lessons on public roads, 

there were a total of 872 such offences in 2018. This is 47% fewer than 2017. 
  

At the other end of the age spectrum a 96-year-old was also found to be driving without insurance 

in 2018 – the oldest person caught for the offence since 2012. 

 

Twenty-four was the age responsible for generating the highest number of uninsured drivers in 2018 

with 3,309 people being penalised.  
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NO BLANKET 20 MPH LIMIT IN SCOTLAND 

 

The Scottish Parliament has opposed making 20mph the default speed limit on residential streets in 

Scotland.  

 

The Restricted Roads (20 mph Speed Limit) (Scotland) Bill was put 

forward by Green MSP Mark Ruskell in September 2018, who said the 

measures would improve child safety and save five lives a year. 

However opponents of the bill questioned the evidence for this claim 

and argued that local authorities are best placed to make a decision on 

where 20mph limits are appropriate. 

 

As one would expect the campaign group ‘20’s Plenty for Us’ has 

responded by accusing the Scottish Parliament of ‘lacking national vision’. It says MSPs ‘sided with 

the motoring lobby, ignoring public health experts and popular support’. 

 

 

POOR ATTITUDE TO TYRE SAFETY 

 

A survey or more than 1,000 drivers by FirstCar who have recently passed their driving theory or 

practical test found their attitudes towards tyre safety wanting. The survey in conjunction with 

Arval, ATS Euromaster and Michelin concluded that the industry needs to do a lot more to educate 

drivers about the importance of both safety and economics when it comes to tyres. 

 

In total, 32% of respondents said they have 

never checked the tyre tread depths on the 

car they drive most regularly – with 42% of 

those saying they didn’t know how to. 

 

A further 37% believed it was someone else’s 

job – while 18% claimed to be too busy. 

 

It was a similar picture with regard to tyre 

pressure, with 29% of respondents confessing 

to having never checked this – because they 

didn’t know how to (45%), believed it was 

someone else’s job (33%) or didn’t have time 

(18%). 

 

However, 55% of respondents said they check 

their tyre pressure at least once a month; 

while 82% recognised the minimum legal 

tread depth as being 1.6mm. 

 

 

HEADLINE FACT 

 

New data from the EU has revealed that road deaths on urban roads decreased at around half the 

rate of those on rural roads over the period 2010-2017 and pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists – 

the three most vulnerable user groups – represent 70% of those killed and seriously injured in urban 

areas. 
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PARKING ON THE PAVEMENT 

A considerable amount of anger is vented by many who are prevented from using the footpath and 

being forced into the road due to motorists parking on the pavement. This is not a new issue but 

the House of Commons Transport Committee has launched an enquiry into pavement parking and 

invited comments from interested parties. 

My appreciation to RoSPA for the following:  

Since 1991 actual parking on pavements has been a decriminalised offence in many parts of the UK 
and is essentially the responsibility of individual local authorities.  

In England, outside of London, local authorities have some limited powers to address pavement 
parking under a number of Acts: 

• The Town Police Clauses Act 1847 can give 
police the authority to prosecute for driving on the 
pavement and obstruction of the pavement.  

• The Highways Act 1980 gives local authorities 
power to prosecute over damage to the pavements.  
However, this damage has to be witnessed by local 
authority enforcement officers at the time the damage 
first occurs.  Somebody driving onto an already damaged 
pavement would therefore successfully claim that they 
had not caused the original damage.  

• The Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 allows 
prosecution by local authority parking attendants at 
locations where waiting restrictions are in place 
adjacent to the pavement or where a Traffic Regulation 
Order has been issued banning pavement parking in a 
specific area. In 2011 the Transport Minister wrote to 
English local authorities giving them the freedom to 
implement Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) powers 
without specifically seeking the permission of the 
Department for Transport.  

• The Road Traffic Act 1988 prohibits heavy goods 
vehicles from parking on pavements, and can be 
enforced by local authority parking attendants.  
However, the majority of pavement parking is carried 
out by cars and vans, which are not covered by the Act.  

The Highway Code already makes it clear that 

drivers should not park on pavements. Rule 244 

states:  

“You MUST NOT park partially or wholly on 

the pavement in London, and should not do so 

elsewhere unless signs permit it. Parking on 

the pavement can obstruct and seriously 

inconvenience pedestrians, people in 

wheelchairs or with visual impairments and 

people with prams or pushchairs.” 

 

Despite this, there is a substantial level of parking by drivers that disregards this advice. 

Parking on a pavement obviously obstructs the footway, causing inconvenience and risk to 

pedestrians, those with mobility issues and people pushing prams, who may be forced to walk into 

the road to get past the parked vehicle. In Addition vehicles parked on the pavement cause 

particular problems for people with visual impairments, people in wheelchairs or with other 

mobility difficulties and for parents pushing children in prams and pushchairs. 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 

By definition pavement 
parking is when one or 
more wheels of a 
vehicle are on the 
footpath.  

It is also an offence to 
drive onto the 
pavement, whether 
with intention to park 
or not. This begs the 
question of how 
vehicles manage to 
park on the pavement 
in the first place. 
Because this is a 
criminal offence, it is 
enforceable by the 
police, rather than the 
local authority.  

Continued 
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PARKING ON THE PAVEMENT (Continued) 

Strongly against a blanket ban on pavement parking which could lead to a need for thousands of 

new car parking spaces that towns and cities are simply not equipped to provide is IAM RoadSmart. 

Within their submission IAM RoadSmart make the following points:  

One suggestion that has emerged from the 

enquiry is a blanket ban on all vehicles 

parking on any part of a pavement – but this 

could cause a major parking headache for 

drivers across the country. 

Where pedestrians are being put in danger or 
denied access by inconsiderate pavement 

parking, or if costly long-term damage is 

being done then we have no problem with 

local solutions being implemented for local 

problems and local councils should be 

encouraged to use their existing powers to 

sign, define, review and enforce local bans as 

required. 

They also have concerns that a blanket ban 

risked creating conflict between residents as 

they attempt to find a place to park, often in 

areas where there has never been a road 

safety problem. 

It is recognised that many would like to see 
stricter penalties for pavement parking but 

enforcement must always be seen to be fair 

and well targeted. Penalties should only be 

used to encourage behaviour change and the 

take-up of alternatives if they can be 

provided. If enforcement is going to be 

applied rigorously then councils should be 

forced to provide safe and secure alternative 

parking arrangements in those areas where 

pavement parking has been banned but 

worked perfectly well before.  

They also take a view that if a blanket ban 

were to go ahead the income from fines 

should be ring-fenced to improve parking 

facilities in the worst affected areas. 

However they want to see much more 
research and pilot schemes before a decision 

is made to ban all pavement parking. In many 

urban areas, pavement parking is actively 

encouraged and the road marked up to allow 

it.  

 

NEW ROAD SAFETY MINISTER 

 

Michael Ellis has been appointed as a Minister of State at the Department for Transport on 23 May 

2019. He was previously Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department for Digital, 

Culture, Media and Sport from January 2018 to May 2019.  

 

He will be responsible for a range of issues such as cycling and walking 

policy, electric and autonomous vehicles, Future of Mobility, Highways 

England and strategic roads, international vehicle standards, light rail, local 

roads policy and funding, Major Roads Network, motoring agencies, road 

freight, road safety, traffic, transport and the environment and transport 

technology (including digital) 

 

Michael is a Member of Parliament for Northampton North 

 

He succeeds Jesse Norman MP who has moved to be Paymaster General and Financial Secretary to 

the Treasury.  
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SAFER ROADS SAFER VEHICLES SAFER ROAD USERS SAFER SPEEDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book now for Hinckley taking place on 15th July 2019 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/hinckley-2019/ 

 

Book now for Hull taking place on 23rd September 2019 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/hull-2019/ 

 

DETAILS COMING SOON FOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And you can make a note that in 2020 location have already been booked for 
 

Bristol Monday 10th February 2020 Holiday Inn City Centre 
Lincoln Monday 2nd March 2020 The Lincoln Hotel  

Stirling Monday 20th April 2020 Colessio Hotel Stirling 
 

 
Monday 

11th November 2019 

Newmarket 
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IS NOW THE TIME TO RE-INTRODUCE TARGETS 

 

Both the coalition Government and the current Government have blocked the introduction of 

Casualty Reduction Targets since they expired at the end of the last decade. This has caused much 

consternation amongst Road Safety Practitioners who point to the fact that road deaths in Great 

Britain have not fallen at the same rate as before although it has to be said that the overall 

casualty rate has shown signs of improvement. 

 

There are now fresh calls for the Government to take 

a lead from Scotland and Wales and adopt road safety 

targets across England to push down the number of 

deaths and casualties, according to the Royal Society 

for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) and they are 

not alone in calling for the re-introduction of targets. 

 

In 2017, 1,544 people were killed on England’s roads – 

the most since 2011 – and the number of people killed 

and seriously injured stood at 23,825, which is way 

above the 2010-2014 average of 21,283. 

 

Yet in Scotland the figures are falling, and while in Wales the numbers have hovered around the 

same level since 2014, they are half of what they were in 2004. 

 

RoSPA believes that setting challenging targets is an excellent way of improving road safety and is 

now calling on England to do the same as part of a response to a Westminster Transport Committee 

inquiry on road safety. 

 
LOOKING TO BRING DOWN SPEEDS TO 15MPH 

 

(This item should be read in conjunction with page two and 2O MPH speed limits in London) 
 
The City of London Corporation looking to introduce the UK’s first 15mph speed limit, subject to 

Government approval. The 15mph limit aimed 

to come into effect in 2021 – forms part of 

‘radical’ plans to prioritise pedestrians and 

cyclists travelling in the Square Mile. The 

Corporation’s new transport strategy is 

influenced by research showing 90% of all 

journeys made in the City of London were 

partially or entirely walked. Alongside 

lowering existing 20mph limits the strategy 

proposes the UK’s first ‘large-scale’ Zero 

Emission Zone – with details of a new cycling 

network and improved cycle hire facilities.  
 

The strategy has been developed to help change working, living and commuting habits – with the 

aim of halving motor traffic by 2044. Work to implement changes outlined in the City of London’s 

transport strategy will start later this year, with the 15mph speed limit becoming operation by 

2021/22 – subject to approval by the DfT. Short-term measures have begun including a trial of the 

Lunchtime Streets programme – which uses timed and temporary street closures to make the 

streets more attractive places to walk and cycle. 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 



13 

 

 
 

NEW ROAD SIGN 
 
New signs featuring a picture of a hedgehog are to 

appear on UK roads to warn motorists of potential 

hazards caused by the spiny creatures and other small 

wildlife. They will be placed in areas with large 

numbers of animals such as hedgehogs, otters, 

squirrels and badgers. The Department for Transport 

says it hopes to help prevent incidents and reverse a 

decline in wildlife numbers and Transport Secretary 

Chris Grayling is calling on local authorities and animal 

welfare groups to identify wildlife hotspots where the 

new signs should be located. Current signs focus on 

smaller species such as toads, or deer and livestock 

and recent estimates put the hedgehog population in 

England, Wales and Scotland at about one million, 

compared with 30 million in the 1950s. The DfT says 

its new sign is "filling a gap" between the existing signs 

carrying warnings about smaller animals such as 

migratory toads and wildfowl, and those highlighting 

larger animals. 

 

The People's Trust for Endangered Species (PTES), says the signs were created after the charity and 

the British Hedgehog Preservation Society (BHPS) discussed their concerns with Mr Grayling. 

Research by PTES and the BHPS in 2018 suggested hedgehogs are disappearing more rapidly in the 

countryside, as hedgerows and field margins are lost to intensive farming.  

 

The DfT says that between 2005 and 2017,100 people were killed, and a further 14,173 injured in 

incidents in Britain where an animal, excluding horses, were in the road. 
 

 

REVIEW OF BLUE BADGE SCHEME 
 

People with hidden disabilities will soon be able to access Blue Badge parking permits following the 

publication of new guidance.   

 

The new guidance, which represents the biggest change to the 

scheme since the 1970s, will offer benefit to drivers or passengers 

with dementia, anxiety disorders or reduced mobility. It will also 

help combat loneliness by enabling them to stay connected to 

family and friends. The expanded scheme coincides with the launch 

of a new task force to toughen up enforcement and help councils 

tackle fraudulent use of the badges but it is set to At the end of 

2018, the Local Government Association estimated that the theft of 

Blue Badges had risen by 45 percent in 12 months and increased six-

fold since 2013. To help councils with the expected increase in 

applications, the department has agreed with the Ministry of 

Housing, Communities and Local Government to provide £1.7 million 

in the first year for its implementation. 

 
You can find the guidance at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 
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UNIQUE PUNCTURE-PROOF TYRE SYSTEM 
 
Michelin has produced an airless tyre known as the UPTIS (Unique 

Puncture-proof Tyre System). Designed for passenger cars and small SUVs, 

Uptis takes an aluminium wheel assembly and wraps it in a composite 

material mixing rubber and a high-strength resin embedded fiberglass. 

Instead of an air-filled rubber tube; a series of ‘spokes’ hold the weight 

of the car and provide similar handling and performance to a standard 

air-filled pneumatic tyre.  

 
DASHCAM EVIDENCE USED TO PROSECUTE DRIVERS 

 

An ever increasing number of motorists are using dashcam footage to report dangerous or unlawful 

driving and the Metropolitan Police say the growing popularity of dashboard cameras has led to a 

surge in the number of people reporting other motorists for 

“bad driving.” However be careful what you wish as this 

could be a case of “There but for the grace of God.” The 

Metropolitan police are now receiving an average of 640 

pieces of driver dashcam footage each month resulting in 

around 300 prosecutions every month and it would seem 

that we delight in pointing out the errors of others. The 

majority of footage comes from car drivers and also cyclists 

who are often recording close passes. If drivers dispute the footage they are sent a link where it 

can be viewed. Most offences involve driving without due care, using mobile phones and jumping 

red lights. 

 

TAILGATING 
 

A total of 44 drivers have been stopped by the police recently on the M6 as part of a crackdown on 

tailgating. Figures recently released by Highways England show that one in eight of all road 

casualties are caused by people who drive too close to the vehicle in front with more than 100 

people killed or seriously injured each year. The 44 drivers were stopped and given a driving 

course, a court notice, a fixed penalty notice or advice. 

 

AGGRESSIVE DRIVING AROUND CYCLISTS 
 

Road Safety Campaigners are urging the government to invest more in cycling safety after  a study 

of more than 1,000 drivers by road safety charity Brake and insurance firm Direct Line found that 

four in 10 (40 percent) thought the past five years have seen an increase in dangerous driving 

around cyclists.  
 

However 

Two-thirds of drivers think cyclists are inconsiderate 

Van drivers and cyclists deemed 'most annoying' road users 
 

These opinions come against a backdrop of government figures that show 101 cyclists were killed on 

British roads in 2017, while a further 3,698 were seriously injured. On average, that means cyclists 

suffered around 10 deaths and serious injuries a day that year. Perhaps unsurprisingly, the recent 

National Travel Attitudes Survey, conducted by the Department for Transport, revealed that 61 

percent of people believe that it is too dangerous for them to cycle on the roads. 
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